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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action for application Serial No. 10/549,282 which is a 371 of 
PCT/CN 04/01262 filed November 8, 2004. 



Specification 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. The specification is objected to under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to 
provide an adequate written description of the invention. In the specification, page 4, the 
following terms: "the middle cross point" (line 7), "the "right middle point forward far end" 
(lines 10-11), "the distance" (lines 1 1 and 12), "pivoted point E" (line 12), "the pivoted point D" 
(lines 13), "inter-pivoted points B" (line 15), "the rim" (line 16), and "the pivoted point lack a 
proper antecedent basis. Therefore, it is confusing what is meant by "the right middle cross point 
forward far end" and "the rim of the tent". Clarification is required. No new matter can be 
entered. 

Claim Objections 

3. The claims 1-3 are objected to because they include reference characters (i.e., 1, 2, 3 etc.) 
that are not enclosed within parentheses. 

Reference characters corresponding to elements recited in the detailed description of the 
drawings and used in conjunction with the recitation of the same element or group of elements in 
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the claims should be enclosed within parentheses so as to avoid confusion with other numbers or 
characters which may appear in the claims. See MPEP § 608.01(m). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-3 are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current U.S. 
practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign document and are 
replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

Regard to claims 1-3, as described in the objection to the specification, the terms "the 
cross point" (claim 1, line 4), "said cross pivoted point A" (claim 1, line 5), "the distance" 
(claim 3, line 1), "the setoff cross pivoted point A" (claim 3, line 2), "the inter-pivoted point C" 
(claim 3, line 2), and "the pivoted point D" (claim 3, line 4) lack a proper antecedent basis. All 
features must be clearly defined with proper antecedent basis and same terminology. 

Therefore, it is confusing whether the inter-pivoted point is the same as the cross pivot 
point at the upper and lower braces. The language "said upper and lower brace are inter- 
pivoted at the cross point" appears to define the inter-pivoted point equal to the cross pivot point. 
However, this language is inconsistent to what is defined in the specification. According to the 
specification (page 4), the upper and lower braces (1, 2) are pivoted at a cross pivoted point A to 
form a unit of brace set, and an outer ends of the upper and lower braces of two brace sets being 
pivotally connected to each other at a inter-pivoted point (C, B). Appropriated connection is 
required. Because of confusion in claim 1, it is unclear what is different between "said cross 
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pivoted point A of said upper and lower braces (1,2)" and "said cross pivoted point A of side 
lower braces 2". It is not clear what does mean by "wherein said cross pivoted point A of side 
lower braces 2 is setoff forward far from the pole 3" since the cross point A is formed by a 
cross-connection between the upper and lower braces. Clarification is required. 

In addition, the term "side lower brace 2" (claim 1, line 5) appears to read "said lower 
brace 2" 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1-2, as better understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Carter (US Patent No. 6,502,597). 

Carter shows and teaches a foldable tent (see Figs. 9-10) comprising a plurality of poles 
(72), each pole (72) having a static hub (74) mounted on an upper end (or tip) of the pole, and a 
sliding hub (82) slidably fitting on the pole, two upper braces (92) and two lower braces (90') 
being pivotally connected between two poles to define a side of the tent, each upper brace (92) 
having one end being pivotally connected to the static hub of the respective pole, each lower 
brace (94) having one end being pivotally connected to the sliding hub of the respective pole, 
wherein the upper and lower braces on one pole are pivoted at a cross pivot point (A) to form a 
unit of brace set, and each of the upper and lower braces of two brace sets between two poles 
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having outer ends are pivotally connected together at inter-pivoted point (B, C), the cross pivot 
point (A) of the upper and lower braces (2) is setoff forward away from the pole, and a distance 
from the setoff cross pivot point (A) to a pivoted point (D) of the upper brace and the static hub 
(74) is substantially less than a distance from the setoff cross pivot point (A) to a pivoted point 
(D) of the lower brace (92) and the slidable hub. 




8. Claims 1-2, as better understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated 
by Morinobu (Japanese Patent No. 2004-27803). 

Morinobu shows and teaches a foldable tent (see Figs. 2) comprising a plurality of poles 
(2), each pole (2) having a static hub (2a) mounted on an upper end (or tip) of the pole, and a 
sliding hub (2b) slidably fitting on the pole, two upper braces (7a) and two lower braces (7b) 
being pivotally connected between two poles to define a side of the tent, each upper brace (7a) 
having one end being pivotally connected to the static hub of the respective pole, each lower 
brace (7b) having one end being pivotally connected to the sliding hub of the respective pole, 
wherein the upper and lower braces on one pole are pivoted at a cross pivot point (7c) to form a 
unit of brace set (8), and each of the upper and lower braces of two brace sets between two poles 
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having outer ends are pivotally connected together at inter-pivoted point (7d), the cross pivot 
point (7c) of the upper and lower braces is setoff forward away from the pole, and a distance 
from the setoff cross pivot point (7c) to a pivoted point (2c 1) of the upper brace and the static 
hub is less than a distance from the setoff cross pivot point (7c) to a pivoted point (2b2) of the 
lower brace (7b) and the slidable hub. 

9. Claims 1-2, as better understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Rhee (US Patent No.6,148835). 

Rhee shows and teaches a foldable tent frame comprising a plurality of poles (10), each 
pole (10) having a static hub (30) mounted on an upper end (or tip) of the pole, and a sliding hub 
(31) slidably fitting on the pole, two upper braces (51) and two lower braces (52) being pivotally 
connected between two poles to define a side of the tent, each upper brace (51) having one end 
being pivotally connected to the static hub (30) of the respective pole, each lower brace (52) 
having one end being pivotally connected to the sliding hub (31) of the respective pole, wherein 
the upper and lower braces are pivotally connected at a cross pivot point (54) to form a unit of 
brace set, and the upper braces and lower braces of two brace set being pivotally connected at an 
inter-pivoted point (F, G), the cross pivot point (54) of the upper and lower braces is setoff 
forward away from the pole (10), and a distance from the setoff cross pivot point (54) to a 
pivoted point of the upper brace (5 1) and the static hub (30) is substantially less than a distance 
from the setoff cross pivot point (54) to a pivoted point of the lower brace (52) and the slidable 
hub (32). 
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10. Claims 1-3, as better understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Ochi (Japanese Patent No. 2003-321951). 

Ochi shows and teaches a foldable tent (See Fig. 2) comprising a plurality of poles (2), 
each pole (2) having a static hub (no number) mounted on an upper end (or tip) of the pole, and a 
sliding hub (2a) slidably fitting on the pole, two upper braces (41) and two lower braces (42) 
being pivotally connected between two poles to define a side of the tent, each upper brace (41) 
having one end being pivotally connected to the static hub of the respective pole, each lower 
brace (42) having one end being pivotally connected to the sliding hub of the respective pole, 
wherein the upper and lower braces on one pole are pivoted at a cross pivot point (4a) to form a 
unit of brace set, and each of the upper and lower braces of two brace sets between two poles 
having outer ends are pivotally connected to an outer ends of the upper and lower braces of 
another brace set at inter-pivoted point (42c, 41c), wherein the cross pivot point (42) of the upper 
and lower braces (42, 41) is setoff forward away from the pole, and a distance from the setoff 
cross pivot point (4a) to a pivoted point (41a) of the upper brace and the static hub is less than a 
distance from the setoff cross pivoted point (4a) to a pivoted point (42d) of the lower brace (92) 
and the slidable hub (2a), and a distance (L2) from the setoff cross pivot point (4a) to the inter- 
pivoted point (42c) of the lower brace (42) is substantially less than to a distance (LI) from the 
setoff cross pivot point (4a) to a pivoted point (41d) of the upper brace (41) and the static hub. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Carter '597 or 
Morinobu '27803 or Rhee '835as applied to claim 1 above. 

The claim is considered to meet by Carter or Morinobu or Rhee as explained and applied 
set forth above rejections except that Carter or Morinobu or Rhee does not show or define the 
foldable tent frame comprising a distance from the setoff cross pivoted point (A) to the inter- 
pivoted point (C) of the lower brace is less than or equal to a distance form the setoff cross 
pivoted point (A) to the pivot point (D) of the upper brace and the static hub (74). However, it 
would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to 
modify the foldable tent frame of Carter or Morinobu or Rhee to short the length of the lower 
braces at the outer ends of the braces to define the distance from the cross pivoted point (A) to 
the inter-pivoted point (C) of lower brace less than or equal to the distance between the cross 
pivoted point (A) to the pivoted point of upper brace (92) and the static hub as claimed as an 
obvious constructional design choice to prefer equal well a tent frame with lower the roof to 
reduce the use of the constructional materials and to accommodate the variety sizes of 
applications. 
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Citations 



13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Liu '614, Morgante et al. '538, and Lynch ' 020, and Japanese Patent No. 2003- 
227249 teach a tent frame having upper and lower braces being inter-pivoted at a cross point 
with the distance between the cross point and the static hub substantially different than the 
distance between the cross point and the slidable hub as similar to the claimed invention. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Winnie Yip whose telephone number is 571-272-6870. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on 571-272-6856. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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